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Unemployment and labor force participation rates differ
among demographic groups, which is important to consider
when comparing workforce conditions for veterans and non-
veterans. Veterans are:

¢ 93% male (Maine)

¢ Older than the general adult population

¢ More likely to have a disability that prevents them from
being in the labor force (those not looking for work are not

counted as unemployed — they are not in the labor force).

Maine has a lot of Veterans:
e 112,000 age 18+ population, the 10" highest share in U.S.
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Looking for Work

23,000, 3.3%
LABOR FORCE = Employed + Unemployed.

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE = 64%

NOT in LABOR FORCE = Not working nor available nor seeking work
UNEMPLOYED = not working but available and looking for work

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE = percent of LABOR FORCE that is not

employed =3.3%




Labor force participation peaks between the ages of

25 and 54.
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Labor force participationrate, age 18+
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Labor force participation of Maine veterans is lower and
declining relative to non-veterans.
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Labor force participation is lower among veterans
because more than half of Maine veterans are
beyond prime working age.
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From 18 to 64, participation by veterans is higher than
non-veterans among younger Mainers and lower among
older Mainers.
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Labor force participation of veterans 18-64 is generally

higher where the economy is strongest.
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Labor force participation rate

Nationally, participation rates are highest among those

who served in the Gulf era
2017 U.S. Averages
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Unemployment ratesin Maine

age 18 and over

In general, unemployment rates have been about the
same for veterans and non-veterans.
In 2017 Maine and Vermont recorded the lowest rates of

unemployment among veterans in the U.S. (1.7%).
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